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W hen the Righteous are in Authority, 


the People rejoice : 


but When the 


Wicked beareth Rule, the People 
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Want of it, that is, on a Suppoſition, that the 
Rules of Equity and right Reaſon will not of 
Themſelves be ſufficient to keep Men within 


the Bounds of Duty; 


Evil: 


NN 2 UMAN Government has been 
) often ſaid to be a neceſſary 
And indeed in ſome 


: ) ſenſe it may be rightly conſi- 
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dered as an Evil; 


tO wit, as 


the Neceſſity of it is founded 
on a Ssuppoſition of a certain 


and that Good and Evil 


will not, as to the practice of Mankind, be 
enough diſtinguiſhed by their own Lſſential Dif- 
ference but that there will be wanting ſome 


"Extes: 


L 
External Coercive Power to Inforce the One, 
and Prohibit the Other. But not to enter into 
Diiquifitions about the Nature of Government; 
be This as it will, be it's Nature what, or it's 
Riſe whence it will; that it is Abſolutely Ne. 
ceſſary, we want not the Arts of Argument or 
Oratory to demonſtrate. The impoſſibility of 
Society without it is almoſt ſelf-evident. Every 
one's own daily Obſervation mult convince him, 
what a Bleſſed State of Liberty we ſhould all 
enjoy, did Men own ho Governours but their 
Wills, no Rules of Action but their own Pathons 
and Appetites. Very ealy ſurely it is to con- 
ceive, that the World, Wicked as it is under all 
the Reſtraints of Laws, would ſcarcely be more 
Innocent without any. 

Taking for granted therefore, what the Royal 
Authourof the Political Obſervation of my Text 
takes for granted, that it is unavoidable in the 
Nature of Things, that in every Community 
Power mult be ſomewhere lodged, I ſhall en- 
deavour briefly to evince the Juſtneſs of the 
whole Obſervation, and ſhew, that in what 
Hands it is to be lodged, is a Matter of the laſt 
Conſequence; nothing leſs depending upon it, 
than the Happineſs or Extreme Diſtreſs of the 
whole Community ; for that it is ſtrictly true, 
that when the Righteous are in Authority, the People 
rejoice : but when the wickeg beareth Rule, the People 
mourn. 

I ſhall ſecondly add a few Reflections ariſing 
from the above Obſcrvation. 
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— 
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Religion and Liberty muſt by every Think- 
ing Man be allowed to be two Points of all 
others the moſt conſiderable. If the One be 
very Important, as it is beyond doubt Requiſite 
to his Well-being in this World; it will not be 
dificult to prove, that even for the ſame reaſon 
the Other is fo too: but much more /o is it, as 
it is indiſputably the Foundation of his Happi- 
nels or Miſery in an Infinitely more Durable 
State, that of the World to come. Whatever 
Capacity then we view Ourſelves under, whe- 
ther as Men or Chriſtians, as Individuals or as 
combin d together into Society, the Security of 
theſe two Points, that is, a Security of our 
Civil and Religious Rights, muſt be Eſſential 
to our happineſs, Publick or Private, Preſent 
or Future. And how much this 1s depending 
on the good or bad Diſpoſitions of thoſe, that 
bear Rule, will be eafily acknowledged. The 
End of giving Power to ſome particular Mem- 
bers of a Community is undoubtedly the Pre- 
ſervation of the Rights, I have mentioned, to 
the Whole; and when it is happily in the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of Men, Able enough, and Honeſt enough, 
Properly to Exert it in Their Defence, little 
have the People to fear either at Home or from 
abroad. For as the Fountains of Juſtice will 
then be kept pure and uncorrupted from the 
Pollutzons of Avarice and Partiality, and by 
the ſtrict Obſervance of Wholſome Laws the 
Lives and Properties of the Subjects will be 
vrotected, both from ſecret Fraud and open 
Violence; as the Government will in all In- 

ſtances 
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ſtances proceed conſtantly and uniformly in juſt 
and Equitable Meaſures ; It will not only en- 
dear itſelf to the People, who immediately re. 
ceive the benefit of it's Adminiſtration, but will 
alſo by the ſame means induce Neighbourin 

Nations to court it's Alliance, or dread it's ſu 


ſtice. For it is not reaſonable to Imagine, that 
the Juſtice of that State, which is always ſevere 
in puniſhing the Injury of one Private Perſon 
towards another within their own Society, will 
ever tamely ſuffer Indignities and Inſults of Fo- 
reigners upon the Whole Community to pal; 


unregarded, without Repriſal or Satisfaction. 


Under theſe Circumſtances then, when the Au- 
thority of the Righteous thus ſhews itſelf, the 
People certainly will with reaſon reozce ; They 


will fir each Man ander his Vine and bis Fig Tree, 


in Eaſe, Peace, and Quiet, full of Contentment 
in themſelves, and full of Gratitude to their 
Benefactours. 1 
But how Dreadfully altered will the Scene be, 
if we conſider the latter part of the Obſervation 
of the Text, and ſuppoſe a People mourning, be- 


cauſe the Wicked beareth Rule? What in Govern- 


ment is moſt to be dreaded (What indeed We 
of this Nation, Thanks be to God and the Wit 
dom of our Legiſlature, have as little reaſon to 
fear, as Subjects can have; but yet What from 
Weakneſs or Wickedneſs of Magiſtrates has 
ſometimes happened) is; that the Power given, 
as has been ſaid, for the Preſervation of the 


Rights and Properties of the People, ſhould It. 


{elt be employed to Subvert them. In this Cale 
Wretch- 
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Wretched is their preſent Situation, more ſo 
their Proſpect. For how ſhall they help them- 
ſelves? To whom ſhall they fly for Refuge? In 
General Caſes of Injury, the obvious Remedy 1s 
Application to their Superiours and Governours; 
but the Misfortune is, that in the Caſe now ſup- 
poſed, They are the Authors of their Injury. Shall 
they talk of their Laws, and place their Confi- 
dence in Them? Avery little acquaintance with the 
Hiſtory of Politicians will inform them, that Laws 
are but as Reeds in the hands of an Hypocritical 
Patriot : It is the leaſt part of his Art to bend 
Them to his own Purpoſes; and we can hardly 
find an Inſtance of a Stateſman ſurrounded with 
Power and Dependants, that could not readily 
make appear the Equity of the moſt flagrant 
Wrong, and ſhew the Juſtice of the moſt evi- 
dent Oppreſſion. When ſuch a Man beareth 
Rule, ſure it is, that the People will mourn. But 
to be more particular. — What will a People rea- 
ſonably expect from thoſe, to whom are com- 
mitted the Reins of Government? How are 
They to anſwer the Wiſe Man's Character of 
the Reghteous t They will expect from them 
Knowledge, Vigilancy, and above all, Integrity ; 
uch Knowledge and Vigilancy, as ſhall give 
them abundant Opportunities of being Service- 
able; ſuch Integrity, as ſhall put them above a 
Pollibility of neglecting thoſe Opportunities 
from the low Suggeſtions of Fear or Favour, or 
the ſordid Views of private Advantage. In 
hort, *they will be Such, as Fethro deſcribes, and 
recommends to Moſes, to ſet over the People 


of 


| TO |] 
of Iſrael; to wit, Able Men, Such as fear God, 
Men of Truth, hating Covetouſneſs, In Such Juſtice 
and Beneficence will be the ſole Principles of 
Action, the conſtant Motives of all their Pro. 
ceedings. Under Such Good Laws will receive 
additional Goodneſs from being Diſcreetly Exe. 
cuted. Under Such the Injured, though poor 


and needy, will never deſpair of Redreſs, the 


Authors of Injury, though in the midſt of Great. 


nels, will never hope for Impunity. In a word, 
influenc'd by the Example, and ſupported by the 
Authority of Such, Every thing, that is Lovely 
and of Good Report, will flouriſh and abound: No- 
thing will be left unattempted for the Suppreſ- 
ſion of Wickedneſs and Vice, and for the Mainte- 
nance of God s True Religion and Virtue, And how- 
ever diſagreeable, or abſurd this Doctrine may 
ſcem to the Infidel or Libertine; very certain 
it is, that the Magiſtrate cannot more effectually 
promote the Welfare even of Civil Society, than 
when He Zealouſly engages in the Cauſe of Vir- 
tue in general, and in particular of the Chriſtian 
Religion. 
That Righteouſneſs exalteth a Nation, and Sin u 
a reproach to any People, is a Maxim of Policy of 
the Greateſt and Wiſeſt Prince, that ever ſat on 
a Throne; and is a Truth confirm'd to us by 
the concurrent Teſtimony of the Hiſtory of all 
Ages, of Reaſon, and of Revelation. It is in 
two reſpects true; both as Moral Good and Evil 
are in Themſelves productive of Natural, and 
as they reſpectively bring with them the Divine 
Favour or Diſpleaſure. And if God be for = 
Who 
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Imho can be againſt Us? But unleſs the Lord keep 
the City, the Watchman waketh but in vain. So that 
whatever be the Preparations of Fleets and Ar- 
mies, whatever the Valour of the People, the 
Conduct and Fortune of the Prince, and the 
Counſel and Wiſdom of his Miniſters ; without 
the Protection of Providence ſtill the Race j not 
to the Swift, nor the Battle to the ſtrong: there 1s 

no Confidence in Princes, nor in any Child of Man. 
And if it be confeſt, as it mult on all hands, 
that the Practice of Morality in General is thus 
conducive to National Proſperity; it follows, 
that That Religion, which preſcribes the molt 
likely and effectual Means to engage Men in the 
purſuit of Virtue, is the beſt Calculated to the 
Ends of Government. And without much diffi- 
culty will it be proved, that in this reſpect, the 
Criſtian Religion juſtly claims the Superiority 
over all the Syſtems of Philoſophy or Forms of 
Religion, that were ever received or inſtituted 
in the World. And if ſo; why is it daily aflerted, 
and earneſtly contended, that Offences againſt 
[t are no Offences againſt Socicty, and therefore 
not Cogniſable by the Civil Magiſtrate ? It is 
the Happineſs of the Subjects of theſe Kingdoms, 
to have Their Religion eſtabliſhed ro Them by 
Law : Having therefore a ſort of Legal Property 
in it, They have as much a Right to be de- 
fended and protected in it by the Secular Power, 
as in any other of their Poſſeſſions. And We are 
humbly to hope, that We or Our Polterity ſhall 
never ſee the time, when the Crown of Great 
Britain will be poſſeſſed by a Prince, who wall 
ſepa- 


8 
{eparate the Title of Supreme Governour from that 
of Defender of the Faith. But not to inſiſt upon 
this Aecidental Right, we have to our Religion; 
let us return to our aſſertion, that Chriſtianity 
from it's own Intrinſick Excellency, if conſidered 
only as a Scheme of Moral Life, deſerves the 
Care and Countenance of Governours, as it i; 


- evidently the beſt contrived for the ſafety and 


ſupport of the Publick Good. 1t Univerſal Love 
and Benevolence, and all the Social Virtues, 
which are the Cement and very Eſſence of regu- 
lar Communities, are from the Voice of Reaſon, 
and in their own Nature, Duties (which the Old 
Philoſophers endeavoured to explain to the Hea- 
then World, and our Modern Enemies to Reve- 
lation value Themſelves upon maintaining) They 
ſurely are in a ſtronger Light Such ; when under 
the Chriſtzan Inſtitution, that Voice of Reaſon 15 
ſuppoſed to be ſeconded by the Poſitive Author:- 
ty, and it's Precepts enforced by the Expreſs 
Commands, of God Himſelf. Whatever there- 
fore the Moral Heathen or Deiſt ſhall, as a Mem- 
ber of Society, acknowledge Obligatory, 1s to 
the Chriſtian a Double Obligation. If Reaſon 
teach the Former, that Magiſtrates ought to be 
Juſt, Benign, and Careful for the Subjects Good, 
and that Subjects ought to be Loyal, Obedient, 
and Submiſhve to Magiſtrates: the Latter has 
not only learned this from his Reaſon, but thinks 
himſelf aſſured of the Truth of it in much 
more certain Terms, and the Duties preſſed up- 
on him by much ſtronger Motives from F\e- 


delation; ſince He acts under a Perſwaſion 5 
the 
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the truth of the Goſpel Threats and Promiſes, 
and therefore thinks Himſelf Sure of enjoying 
Glories unſpeakable in the Next World, it he be- 
haves regularly and uſefully in This. On this 
conſideration only it muſt be impoſſible, that 
the moſt refined Rules of Mere Morality can, in 
ſo influencing a Manner, inculcate the mutual 
Obligations of Governours and Subjects, as does 
the Chriſtian's Syſtem of Ethicks, the Holy Scri— 
ptures, From Them, as on the one hand, the 
Tyrants of the Earth, and the Perverters of 
ſuſtice may learn to tremble with expectation, 
of being Themſelves arraigned before a Tribunal 
more Dreadful than Their own; and the Op- 
preſſor, the Plunderer, or the Seller of his Country 
may be taught the poornels of his Profit, whilſt 
e gains the World, and loſes his own Soul: So on 
the other hand, Good and Virtuous Magiſtrates 
are ſupplyed with abundant Conſolation and 
Encouragement, under all their Care and Sol- 
L\citude for the Glory of God and the Welfare 
of the People, from a ſure and certain Hope of 
exchanging their Earthly Honours for an In- 
corruptible Crown of Glory. Nor are the Scri- 
ptures leſs careful to ſecure to Magiſtrates the 
Obedience of their Subjects. We there find, that 
Cod has expreſsly declared, that by Him Kings 
ren: and we are commanded, Every Seul, to be 
ah ect to the Higher Powers, becaule they are or- 
tamed of God; and Damnation is denounced to 
thoſe, that reſiſt their Lawful Authority, What 
can in ſo effectual a manner preſs home to the 


Conſcience the Obligations of the People to 
their 


gion demand the Chaſtiſement of the Civil Ru- 


[ I4 | ; 
their Governours, as the remembrance of thi; 
Awtul Character imprinted on Them by God's 
own Commiſſion? Could a People be ſo fond 
as to Imagine, that Magiſtrates are Creature, 
of their own, and owed their Superiority to their 
Appointment; they might eaſily be induced to 
believe, that they have ſufficient Warrant to 
Diſobey, whenever their Commands ſhall be 
diſagrecable to their Capricions Humours : but 
when it is believed, that God has pronounced 

Them Hs Miniſters, deriving their Power from 
Himſelf, and has threatned Damnation to thoſe, 
that ſhall preſume to Reſiſt Them: we have 
ſurely much ſtronger Arguments for our Attach. 
ment to Them, than any, that can be brought 
from the Hopes of Preferment, or Fear of Tem. 
poral Puniſhment; which probably, if we put 

our Religion out of the Queſtion, would be the 

moſt prevailing, if not the only Motives to 
Loyalty. Upon theſe Conſiderations then, all 
Endeavours to leſſen the Influence of our Reli- 


ler, both for his own Security, and the Proſpe- 
rity of the Publick. But this, in the Modeſt lan- 
guage of Some amongſt us, is the Doctrine of 
Perſecution : If it be ſo; it will be Perſecution tor 
Governours to uſe the Sword of Juſtice for their 
Own, and the Common Good, and to endea-| 
vour to keep the People committed to their Charge in 
Wealth, Peace, and Godlmeſs. q 
I am now to conclude with a ſhort Reflection, 
upon what has been ſaid. If the Well-being of 


Whole Nations is thus in the Hands of Them 
tnal 


E 

s WY that bear Rule; how Glorious, how Amiable is 
ne Character, and how Exquiſite mult be the Self- 
d atisfaFion of Thoſe of Exalted Station, whoſe 
s ichnation and Reſolution are equal to their Power 

nd * of being ſo extenſively Benefi- 
0 cent? A Conſciouſneſs of having done Good, in 
o ay one Inſtance, adminiſters to Men of Great 
de nds a Reality of Toy unknown to all but thoſe, 
ut ¶ that know how to do Good: But how unſpeak- 
ed ¶ bly Improved muſt that Foy be; when it is re- 
m nembered, that their Acts of Goodneſs do not 
ſe, WM erminate in Thu or That Man's Happineſs, but 
ve chat they are extended to their Country, and 
h. dat Whole Multitudes rejoice in the Effects of 
lit WM them? Was the Sincerity of this molt Rational 
m. lleaſure capable of Deſcription, I ſhould not 
ut MF re attempt to deſcribe it; as 1 am perſwaded, 
he FF that Many, who hear me, can in the moſt happy 
to Nad convincing manner be inform d, What it is, 
all ¶ om their own Breaſts, I ſhall only add there- 
eli- Fre, that to be thus Diffuſively Good, is to ap- 
Fu- Fjroach in Likeneſs, as nearly as the Infirmities 
pe- of Humanity will permit, to That moſt Perfect 
an- being, whoſe moſt Lovely Attribute is Infinity 
of et Goodnels. 
for As to thoſe, who in their own Eaſe and Safe- 
zeit Fr ſhall at any time feel the Conſequences of 
% Righteous being in Authority ; They ſurely can- 
Ft want being reminded, how ſtrongly they are 
Filled upon for the largeſt Returns of Obe- 
ion, uence and Gratitude. 
g of In a word, what has been ſaid may be a Lel- 
ep Jon of Religion and Loyalty to Men of all —_ 
that an 
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and Degrees : And without the One in vain dg 
we pretend to the Other. However loudly the 
Patrons of Impiety may boaſt their Affection to 
Men in Power; whatever Denominations they 
may think proper to Shelter themſelves under; 
true it is, that the Bad Man cannot be a Good 
Subject: He only is ſo, whole Conſcience is con. 
vinced of his Obligations to be ſo; and this 
iction will produce in him a Zeal, that will 
Hntent itſelf with Outward and Noiſy Pro. 
us, but will diſcover itſelf to have a Real 
pla in the Heart by a Suitableneſs of Beha. 
viour,- Actuated as we ought to be by ſuch a 
Zeal; as on the one hand, we ſhall earneſtly contend 
for the Faith once delivered to the Saints in it's true 
Primitive Purity: ſo on the other, it will not per- 
mit our Obedience to the Civil Magiſtrate to 
depend upon Our Own, or Other Mens Caprice: 
We ſhall give both God and Ceſar their Due, 
from a Fixed Principle of Duty, Superiour to 
all the empty Vanities of Popularity, or the lit- 


. tle Deſigns of Self- intereſt. And however the 


Children of this World may fancy themſelves 
Wiſe in their Generation, This will be found in 
the End to be the Beſt Patriotiſm; thus ſhall we 
be the Trueſt Friends to Ourſelves, to our King, 
and to our Country. 
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